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Drama 202, Stagecraft I, 3 Credits         Instructor: Wendy Stark 
Autumn 2007                 PAR 198/PAR 40 
Costume Section           Phone #: 243-2871/5271 
Lecture: TR 10:10-11:00 am, Rankin 204       wendy.stark@umonatan.edu 
Lab: MW-9:10-11:00am, TR 8:10-10:00 am, PAR/TV 40    Office Hours: MW 1:30-3:00 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  To introduce the costume shop personnel, equipment, materials and 
fundamental techniques of theatrical costuming and crafts.  Assignments will include practical 
projects, production critiques as well as quizzes and an exam over assigned reading and lectures.       
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
1.  To introduce costume shop equipment, supplies, safety issues and costume shop terms.  
2.  To introduce and increase student’s knowledge of costume construction skills and practices.   
3.  To introduce fabrics and other materials and their uses in costume construction and crafts.   
4.  To instill a sense of pride and self-confidence in the student’s individual skills and projects.         
 
 
TEXT: The Costume Technician's Handbook by Rosemary Ingham and Liz Covey (required)    
Handouts from other source materials will be given to you during class.  
 
All Drama/Dance students must have an in-depth knowledge of the practices and procedures outlined 
in the Department of Drama/Dance Handbook.  The Handbook is available online at 
http://www.sfa.umt.edu/drama/index.html
      
LAB CLASSES  
*** You will be required to sign up for one section of lab hours during the week.  Lab hours are MW 
9:10-11:00 am, and TR 8:10-10:00am.  During lab time you will be using practical application of 
costuming techniques learned about in class.  This will also be your time to work on projects assigned 
to you for class.  Be aware that you may need to put in time outside of class to finish your projects. 
 
EQUIPMENT: Basic equipment will be provided in the lab. 
 
MATERIALS:   You will be required to provide certain materials for your final project. 
 
CLASS POLICIES:      
Attendance-Maximum of three absences-excused or unexcused- allowed after which final grade will 
be lowered by one letter grade per absence.  Your absences in the lab portion of class as well as 
lecture count towards the three absences allowed.    
 
Tardiness-A person is considered as tardy if they are not in class when class begins.  Three instances 
of tardiness will count as one absence.       
 
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities or special needs should see the instructor. 
 
 
 
 
GRADING: 
The course work consists of 3 practical projects, quizzes and a final exam over material from the 
book and the lectures, and two critiques of University productions.  The combination of these items 
will equal half of your grade for this course. Letter grades will be assigned and averaged to reach the 
course grade. Grades: A, B+, B, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, and F. 
 
Grading-  
 Final Test      20% 
 Quizzes      20% 
 Two critiques      10% 
  Choose from: 
   Boy Gets Girl 
   Good Person of Setzuan 
   Tartuffe 
 Project #1-Hand Stitching/Machine Stitching Samples 10% 
 Project #2-Stitching project    20% 
 Project #3-Craft Project     20% 
 
 
BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS:   
1. Project #1-Basic stitching project including samples of several assigned hand and machine 
stitching techniques.   
2. Project #2-Construction of a tote bag using techniques learned from Project #1.  
3. Project #3- This practical project will be the actual construction of a costume craft that explores 
the use of non traditional materials with the construction practices learned throughout this course. 
Your project will be presented to the class during your final lab meeting. 
4. Quizes-quizes will be announced and given during lecture class.  They will cover things discussed 
during lecture and assigned reading. 
5. Test-An exam over class lectures and reading assignments. 
6. Critiques-Written critiques of two University productions that follow the critique guidelines given 
to you with this syllabus. 
 
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code: 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students 
need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available for review online at 
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321.  
 
 
TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR   
 DATE TOPIC                    READING DUE 
8/27-30 Lab classes begin-Assign Project #1 
8/28   Syllabus Review, Introduction to Costume Technology 
8/30  Lecture: Costume Shop: Work Areas and Safety             Chap. 1, 2, 10  
 
9/4      Lecture: Costume Shop Personnel and Costume Construction Process           Chap. 1, 5 
9/6     Lecture: Costume Construction-Pattern Development     Chap. 4 
 
TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR   
DATE TOPIC                    READING DUE 
9/10-13 Project #1 due in lab, Assign Project #2 in lab  
9/11   Quiz #1- Costume shop safety, personnel, sewing machines and hand stitching 
  and pattern development 
  Covering Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 10 
9/13   Lecture: Costume Construction Continued, Costume Fittings and Alterations    Chap. 6 
 
9/18   Lecture: Textiles,                    Chap. 3 
9/20   Lecture: Fabric Manipulation-Painting and Dying Techniques         Chap. 7 
 
9/25   Lecture: Costume Crafts-Accessories      Chap. 9 
9/27   Lecture: Costume Crafts-Masks, Crowns and Armor    Chap. 9 
 Assign Project #3 
 
10/1-4 Project #2 due in lab class, begin Project #3 
10/2   Quiz #2- Fittings and Alterations, Textiles, Fabric Manipulation, Costume Crafts 
  Covering Chapters 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 
10/4 Lecture: Wigs and Hair        Chap.8 
        
10/9  Lecture:  Makeup                    Chap.8 
10/11  Lecture:  Dress Rehearsal and the Tech process 
 
10/15-18 Project #3 due 
10/16   Test Review and Evaluation 
10/18 Final Costume Test 
 Covering assigned reading and everything learned over the course of the costume section of 
 Stagecraft 
 
 
TENTATIVE LAB SCHEDULE 
DATE  ASSIGNMENT   TOPIC _____________________________ 
8/27-31 Lecture: Intro. to Sewing Machines, Machine and Hand Stitching, Supplies   Chap. 5     
  Costume Shop   Tour of Costume Shop, Organization and Safety 
  Assign Project #1 
 
9/4-6  Project #1-Sewing Sampler  Machine and Hand Sewing  
 
9/10-143 Project #1   Due at Beginning of Lab  
  Project #2-Tote Bag  Fabric Layout and Cutting   
 
9/17-20  Project #2-Tote Bag  Serging, Stitching 
   
9/24-27  Project #2-Tote Bag  Finishing, Sewing 
  
10/1-4  Project #2-Tote Bag  Due at Beginning of Lab 
  Project #3   begin construction 
 
10/8-11  Project #3   Construction 
 
10/15-18 Project #3   Presentation due during Lab class
CRITIQUES GUIDELINES FOR COSTUME PORTION OF STAGECRAFT 
 
FORMAT 
This is not a review of the costume, set, light or sound design of the productions.  This is to be an 
evaluation of the technical elements of the production from a technical standpoint.  Construction 
techniques, execution of the technical process and its result are what you are to look for and respond 
to in your critique.  I do not care if you agreed or disagreed with the concept, design, direction or 
acting within the production. 
 
Follow the basic five-paragraph format and answer the following questions. 
 
Introduction: (opening paragraph) 
 1. In your opinion, how would you describe the concept of the piece?  Explain this from what 
 you see from a technical theatre standpoint.  What is revealed to you through the elements of 
 costumes, light, sound and scenery? 
 
Body: (next three paragraphs) 
 2. Write three paragraphs using the following to form your opinion of the production from a 
 technical standpoint. 
 
  Do you feel the costumes help to assist with character definition and support of the 
  concept of the play?  Explain the costume technical elements used to help support 
  the play, it’s concept and it’s characters.  Do they rest of the technical elements  
  support this concept? 
 
  Could you notice the construction/alteration of the costumes and costume crafts?  
  Were the costumes and crafts well constructed/altered?  As a costume technician, 
  what would you have done differently? 
 
  Do you feel that the costume construction/alterations were as strong as the other  
  technical elements, i.e.,  set construction, light and sound execution?   What elements 
  were the strongest technically and why? 
 
Conclusion: (closing paragraph) 
 3. Give a summary of your points made in body. 
 
 
You are required to write a critique for two productions of your choice.  Critiques are due the 
Thursday after the show ends, except for Tartuffe, which is due the Monday of finals week. 
Productions: 
  
 Boy Gets Girl  9/25-29, 10/2-6   Critique due by 10/11 
 Good Woman of Setzuan  10/23-27, 10/30-11/3  Critique due by 11/8 
 Tartuffe  11/27-12/1   Critique due  by 12/10 
    12/4-8 
 
Please make sure all papers are typed.  You may turn in critiques prior to due date.  Please bring them 
to class, the costume shop or put them in either Amy or Wendy’s mailbox. 
 
 
 
